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Qual-Pro supports Northrop Grumman in successful test of Airborne Laser System 
 
 
LOS ANGELES, CA – February 12, 2010 – The Airborne Laser Test Bed (ALTB) transitioned from science fiction to 
directed energy fact February 11th when it put a lethal amount of 'light on target' to destroy a boosting ballistic missile 
with help from a megawatt-class laser developed by Northrop Grumman Corporation.  Qual-Pro Corporation provided 
key signal conditioning electronics to Northrop in support of this successful test.  Qual-Pro was part of an exclusive 
group of aerospace-focused suppliers selected to build subassemblies for this high profile, national security program.  
The assemblies were built to Northrop Grumman’s exacting Class III electronics manufacturing requirements in Qual-
Pro’s 55,000 square foot state of the art manufacturing facility in Gardena, California. 
 
While ballistic missiles like the one ALTB destroyed move at speeds of about 4,000 miles per hour, they are no match 
for a super-heated, high-energy laser beam racing towards it at 670 million mph. The basketball-sized beam was 
focused on the foreign military asset, as the missile is called officially, for only a few seconds before a stress fracture 
developed, causing the target to catastrophically split into multiple pieces. 
 
For spectacular photos, see: 
Boeing: http://www.boeing.com/defense-space/military/abl/pics-clips/index.html 
Lockheed Martin: http://www.lockheedmartin.com/products/AirborneLaser/index.html 
Northrop Grumman: http://www.northropgrumman.com/missiledefense/galleries/abl.html#1 
 
About Qual-Pro 
Qual-Pro is an electronics manufacturing service provider certified to AS9100 (aerospace devices), ISO 9001 and 
ISO 13485 (medical devices) quality standards.  The company’s range of expertise encompasses complex Printed 
Circuit Board (PCB) assemblies and full-box builds.  To more than 200 customers, Qual-Pro has offered the complete 
range of electronics manufacturing services including turnkey system assembly, flex assemblies, BGA and micro-
BGA placements, functional and in-circuit testing (ICT), electro-mechanical assembly and design for manufacturability 
(DFM) services. Qual-Pro specializes in high-mix, low-to-medium volume assemblies, quick-turn prototypes and new 
product introduction (NPI) services.  They provide complete manufacturing engineering and integrated supply chain 
services to all their customers. Qual-Pro builds products in its 55,000 square foot state of the art manufacturing 
facility in Gardena, California. 
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